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L  E  T  T  E  R 

F  R  O  M  A 

Gentleman  at  Rome , 

TO  HIS 

Friend  in  LONDON ; 

GIVING 

An  Account  of  fome  very  furprizing  Cures 
in  the  Kings  Evil  by  the  ‘Touch)  lately 
effected  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  that  City. 

Wherein  is  contained, 

'*2Uie  compleateft  Hiflory  of  this  miraculous 
Bower,  formerly  pradtifed  by  the  Kings  of  England, 
ey$r  yet  made  publick  ;  the  Certainty  of  which  is 
confirmed  by  the  moll  eminent  Writers  of  this 
*  ■  Nation,  both  CatholicRs  and  Proteftams,  as  Malmf- 
bury y  Alured ,  Prompt  on,  Polidore  Virgil ,  Harpsfisld2 
See.  and  Tooker ,  Heylin ,  Collier,  Echard,  &c. 


Translated  out  of  the  Italian. 


King  Edward  the  ConfelTor  ivas  the  firfl  that  cured  this 
Dijiemper ,  and  from  him  it  has  defeended  as  an  He® 
reditary  Miracle  upon  all  his  Succejfors .  To  difpuie 
the  Matter  of  Fad,  is  to  go  to  the  Excefs  of  Scepticifm, 
to  deny  our  Senjes,  and  to  be  incredulous  even  to  Ri- 
diculoufnefs .  Collier 's  Ecclefiaji ,  Hifl.  Voi.  i. 
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Gentleman  at  Rome,  to 
his  Friend  in  London, 
&c.  <  { 


\ 


SIR, 

gH  O  U  know,  as  I  am  a  Per, 
i»,  fon  nacarally  of  feme  to¬ 
lerable  Curiofity  ;  fo  I 
have  every  Year, for  thefe 
Four  Years  laft  pall,  giv- 

_ _ en  my  felf  the  agreeable 

Entertainment  of  travelling  moft  Pa  it  of 
the  Year  into  foreign  Parts;  where  my 
Method  is,  not  only  to  procure  all  the 
moft  curious  Books  that  are  publilh  d  re¬ 
lating  to  any  Art  or  Science  ^  but  like- 
wife  to  minute  down  the  moft  remark¬ 
able  Occurrences  that  happen,  whether 
they  relate  to  Ecclefiaftical,  Hiftorical 

or  Political  Knowledge. 

;  * 1  * 
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One  of  the  moll  remarkable  that  has 
happen’d  during  my  refiding  in  Italy  this 
Summer,  was  the  wonderful  and  furpri- 
zing  Effect  of  the  Touching  for  thèCure 
of  that,  generally  fpeaking,  incurable 
Difeafe,  commonly  call'd  the  Kings  Evil. 

There  were  among  a  confiderable  Num¬ 
ber  who  referred  from  diftant  Parts  to  be 
touched,  fome  deformed  with  large 
Swellings  or  Bunches  under  their  Jaws, 
feemingiy  filled  with  corrupted  Matter  ; 
fome  disfigured  by  red,  watry,  inflamed 
Eyes,  and  extraverted  Eye-Lids,  which 
looked  very  horribly ,  and  others,  with 
hard  Knots  and  Tumours  on  other  Parts 
of  their  Bodies,  the  Matter  contained  in 
which  affedled  the  very  Bones  j  and,  as 
the  Surgeons  told  me,  did  pierce  even  to 
the  Marrow. 

Thefe  miferable  and  deplorable  Ob¬ 
jects,  as  on  one  hand  they  filled  me  with 
the  moil  Chriftian  and  tender  Compaf- 
fion,  when  I  ferioufly  reflected  on  their 
Miferies  ;  fo,  on  the  other:  hand,  I  was 
affected  with  the  mod  exalted  Joy  and 
Aftonifiimenr,  when  I  conftdered,  that  a 
Power  had  been  given  to  fome ,  not  only 
to  alleviate,  but  to  cure  thofe  miferable 
Creatures,  that  laboured  under  fuch  pain¬ 
ful  and  calamitous  Infirmities.  Into  what  a 
State  of  Degeneracy  and  Thoughtlenefs 


is  human  Nature  fallen,  thought  I  ì 
that  have  their  Senfes  to  teftify  the 
Power  and  Efficacy  of  this  Divine  Gift, 
and  fo  little  Reverence  and  Honour  paid 
to  the  Hand  that  effects  fuch  furprizing 
Things  i  or  that  can  fuffer  fuch  Matters 
to  be  tranfa&ed  in  fo  learned  a  World, 
and  not  be  affetfted  by  them,  after  the 
ftrongeft  and  moft  fenfible  manner!  I 
confidered,  that  the  Prophets  of  old  had, 
among  the  many  extraordinary  Things 
they  did,  the  Power  of  curing  Difeafes 
after  a  very  miraculous  Manner;  and  the 
many  extraordinary  Things  which  hap¬ 
pen  in  the  World  at  this  Day,  is  an  evi¬ 
dent  Proof  that  the  Power  of  God  Al¬ 
mighty  is  not  confined  to  fuch  a  narrow 
Sphere  of  Activity  as  fome  unthinking 
Perfons  would  perfwade  us  to  believe. 
Have  we  not  had  the  ftrongeft  Teftimo-r 
nies,  even  the  Evidence  of  Eye-witneflès, 
to  prove  the  Kings  of  England  have  en¬ 
joyed  this  fupernatural  Gift  ever  fince 
the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffor  :  and 
can  we  already  forget  the  Multitudes  of 
Cures,  whereby,  among  other  glorious 
Things,  our  late  Queen  of  tranfcending 
Excellence,  fignalized  her  felf?  Can 
you,  I  fay,  already  let  thefe  Things  e- 
fcape  your  Memories  fo  foon  ;  or  fuffer 
the  extraordinary  Things  of  this  Nature, 

which 


which  are  fìlli  effected  Abroad \  to  pafs  un¬ 
regarded  by  a  fatal  and  incurious  Neg¬ 
ligence  ?  For  fliame  Britons  awake,  and 
let  not  an  univerfal  Lethargy  feize  you  ; 
but  conflder  that  you  ought  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  unworthy  the  Knowledge  and 
Benefits  you  may  receive  by  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  Power,  if  it  be  defpifed  or  nep*- 
le&ed. 

As  for  thofe  furprizing  Inftances  of 
the  Cure  of  the  Kings  Evil  by  the  Touch, 
which  I  have  feen  effected  this  Summer 
in  Rome  and  its  Neighbourhood,  I  Diali 
referve  them  to  the  Conclufion  of  this 
Letter,  and  take  this  Opportunity  of  giv- 
ing  you  the  Hiftory  of  this  miraculous 
Method  of  Cure  from  St.  Edward  the  Con- 
fejjor ,  to  the  prefent  Time  ;  and  (hew, 
that  our  Hiftories  are  fo  full  of  confirm¬ 
ing  Evidences  of  the  Truth  of  it,  that 
we  are  guilty  of  the  grofleft  Negled:  and 
Omiffion,  when  we  mention  it  without 
the  higheft  Veneration  and  Efteem. 
And  fince  I  came  to  a  Refolution  of 
Writing  as  compleat  a  Hiftory  of  this 
fupernatural  Power  as  I  was  capable  of, 
I  apply'd  my  felf  to  a  very  learned  Per- 
fon,  Seignior  Vincenti ,  Librarian  to  his 
Holinefs,  who  has  furnilhed  me  with  a 
vaft  Number  of  Books  relating  to  our 
Englijh  Eccleftaftical  and  Hiftorical  AL 


\ 
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fairs,  whereby  I  find  I  am  able  to  give  a 
fuller  and  much  more  compleat  Account 
of  this  Matter,  than  perhaps  has  been 
ever  hitherto  made  pubiick.  I  know  by 
this  means  I  filali  gratify  you,  who  are 
one  of  my  moil  inquifitive  Correfpon- 
dents  ,*  who  will,  without  doubt,  be  high¬ 
ly  pieafed  to  fee  this  miraculous  ‘Power 
fet  in  a  clear  Light,  fupported  by  a  long 
Lift  of  learned  Authors,  who  are,  as  it 
were,  fo  many  living  Witnefies  of  the 
Truth  of  it,  and  whole  Suffrages  will, 
by  this  means,  be  refcued  from  the  Ob¬ 
livion  and  Obfcurity  in  which  fome  of 
them  have  been  involved  many  Hundred 
Years.  The  firft  Book  which  was  put 
into  my  Hands  upon  this  Occafion,  was 
the  Life  of  that  holy  and  pious  King, 
St.  Edward  the  ConfeJJory  written  by  the 
Reverend  Father  Jerome  Porter ,  Prieft 
and  Monk  of  the  Holy  Order  of  St.  Be- 
nedi£ly  of  the  Congregation  of  England , 
colleded  chiefly  out  of  the  Works  of 
Alured,  Abbot  of  Rhieval ,  J.  Capgrave, 
W.  Malmsbury ,  R.  Hovedìney  JVL  Weft - 
minfter ,  W.  Harpsfieldp  and  others.  This 
learned  Father,  in  this  Book,  gives  us  the 

following  Account  of  this  miraculous 
Gift. 


This 


This  wonderful  Gift  of  curing  this 
Difeafe,  called  in  Latin  Struma  (fays  he) 
now  the  Kings  Evil  (for  no  other  Rea- 
fon,  but  becaufe  it  has  been  healed  by 
Kings')  was  derived  from  Edward  the 
Confejfor ,  to  all  the  Kings  of  England ,  and 
remains  as  a  holy  Inheritance  unto  this 
Day ,  and  hath  been,  and  is  daily,  with 
good  Succefs,  pracftifed  by  our  modern 
Kings,  although  they  have  profeflèd  a 
Religion  quite  contrary  to  that  of  St. 
Edward  ;  yet  by  his  Merits  (as  it  may 
be  pioufly  fuppofed)  they  work  this 
wonderful  Cure.  Nay,  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  but  a  Woman,  and  of  another  Re¬ 
ligion,  had  the  like  Power,  and  cured 
many  thereby,  as  it  is  well  known  to 
Men  of  Credit  {till  living.  Therefore  the 
French  are  all  deceived  ;  and  particularly 
the  French  Author  of  the  Englijh  Hifto- 
ry,  Andrew  de  Chaine ,  did  not  fpeak 
candidly,  and  as  he  thought,  when  he 
denies  that  the  Kings  of  England  ever 
enjoyed  this  Virtue,  affirming  it  to  be  a 
Gift  peculiar  to  them  of  France ,  derived 
from  St.  Lewis s  and  therefore  it  is  like¬ 
ly,  that  if  any  fuch  Thing  there  be  a- 
mongft  them,  they  mull  rather  have  re¬ 
ceived  it  from  our  Kings,  than  theirs  have 
it  abfolutely,  and  particularly  to  them- 
felves.  And  this  learned  Writer,  to  con¬ 
firm 
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firm  the  Certainty  of  what  he  has  here 
delivered,  gives  us  an  Account  from 
William  of  Malmsbury ,  of  King  Edwards 
miraculoufly  curing  a  Woman  who  had 
a  Swelling  under  her  Chin,  which  was  fo 
large  and  full  of  Corruption,  that  it 
much  disfigured  and  deformed  her  Face, 
wherein  bred  Worms  which  had  a  moft 
loathfome  nafty  Smell.  Long  had  lhe 
fufFered  under  this  naufeous  Diftemper, 
till  at  length  being  admoniflied  in  her 
Sleep,  (he  repaired  to  Court,  in  hopes  of 
Relief  from  the  Kings  own  Hands, 
either  by  his  walhing,  touching,  or  blef- 
fing  the  difeafed  Place.  And  being 
come  before  the  King,  and  having  told 
him  her  Cafe,  notwithftanding  theFoul- 
nefs  and  Stench  of  the  Sore,  he  wafhed 
the  Parts  affli&ed  with  his  Royal  Hands, 
and  blefled  them  With  the  Sign  of  the 
Crofs,  and  inftantly  the  Skin  broke,  and 
the  Worms  and  Corruption  gullied  out, 
the  Swelling  aflwaged,  and  all  Anguiih 
of  Pain  being  ceafed,  lhe  perfectly  re¬ 
covered  her  Health. 

Do  we  not  here  perceive  that  this  moli 
pious  King,  by  his  excellent  Deeds,  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  World,  not  like  a  mortal 
Creature?  Do  not  his  Miracles  bear  a 
great  refemblance  to  thole  that  were 
wrought  by  the  Apofiles  ?  And  is  it  not 

B  plain 
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plain  from  hence  *,  that  he  entailed 
as  an  Hereditary  Vertue  on  his  Suc- 
ceflors,  the  Kings  of  England,  a  Power 
cf  Healing  the  Starna  or  Kings  EviL 
with  this  Condition,  That  they  main¬ 
tain  and  fupport  the  Chriftian  Faith,  in 
order  to  its  Continuance  in  that  prince¬ 
ly  Line,  where  the  Scepter  hath  been 
weighed  by  God’s  Vicegerent.  What 
can  be  more  convincing  than  the  Miracles 
elFc&ed  by  this  King,  related  by  Aimed, 
tne  Abbot  of  Rhieval ,  who  informs  us, 
I  hat  a  blind  Man  being  admonilhed  to 
go  to  the  King  to  have  his  Sight  refto- 
rcd,  defired  the  Chamberlain  to  acquaint 
the  King  with  his  Cafe,  f  which  he  did: 
Let  him  come  (laid  the  holy  King)  why 
fhould  I  be  grieved,  but  rather  rejoyced, 
if  the  divine  Goodnefs  is  fo  gracioufly 
plealed,  as  by  my  unworthy  Hands,  to 
bellow  this  promifed  Benefit  upon  him. 
The  Man  was  brought  in,  and  by  the 
Touch  and  Bleffing  of  the  King,  abun¬ 
dance  of  corrupted  Blood  ran  down  from 
his  Eyes  between  his  Royal  Hands, 
whereby  they  were  cleared,  and  the 
fwelling  of  his  Eye-lids  alfwaged.  The 
Patient  cried  out,  I  fee  my  fovereign 

^ «'n^Mini  '  gnr-HT— i  im  m  .  mainili—»  h  i >nnn  n  ■  i  iii.ijuumjiiiijai 


*  Chnrifmn , 


*> 

Lord 


t  Porter, 
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Lord  and  King,  and  thy  Face  jhinetk 
like  unto  the  Face  of  an  Angel  funding 
before  me .  Alfo  two  blind  Men,  and  ano¬ 
ther  that  had  but  one  Eye,  by  being 
fprinkled  with  the  Water  wherein  the 
holy  Man  had  waftied,  were  all  Three 
reftored  to  perfed  Sight. 

It  cannot  reafonably  be  expeded  that 
I  fliould  gradually  proceed  and  give  an 
Account  of  Perlbns  cured  in  all  the  in¬ 
termediate  Reigns,  from  Q.  Elizabeth 
to  the  prefent  Time  ;  for  this  would  be 
a  Task  more  troublefome  than  inftruc- 
tive  and  entertaining  ;  It  {hall  fuffice  that 
I  obferve,  that  this  miraculous  Gift  has 
been  recorded  in  different  Reigns  by 
John  Brampton ,  R.  Hove  dine ,  Folidore 
Virgil ,  Nich .  Harps  field,  and  others  j  for 
I  challenge  any  one  to  bring  any  Autho¬ 
rity  to  prove,  that  this  fanative  Faculty 
has  been  ever  wanting  *  or  removed 
from  the  princely  Line.  Nay,  even 
Queen  Elizabeth ,  who  withdrew  her  felf 
from  the  Catholick  Faith,  did  notwith- 
ftanding,  mod  certainly  enjoy  this  di¬ 
vine  Gift  of  miracuioufly  healing  the 
Kings  Evil ,  as  is  beyond  contradidioa 


f  Browns  Cbarlfina  Enfili  coni 
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teflified  by  Dr.  Tooher ,  who  lived  in  her 
Time. 

The  Dodor  tells  us  of  a  Maid  of  the 
ancient  Family  of  the  Turbevils ,  who  was 
for  Ten  Years  troubled  with  this  evil 
Difeafe;  but  being  touched  by  the 
Queen  fhe  recovered.  The  Dodor  af¬ 
terwards  obferving  the  Gold  gone  from 
her  Neck,  demanded  of  her  the  Reafon 
thereof  ;  fhe  tells  him  her  Neceffitycom- 
pelfd  her  to  fell  it,  and  yet  Ihe  remained 
well.  Whence  he,  as  other  wife  Men 
have  conjedured,  that  the  Gold  given 
is  only  a  charitable  Token  of  the  Prince, 
and  no  more;  for  fhe  continued  many 
Years  afterward  without  any  Relapfe. 
And  yet  it’s  plain,  this  does  not  always 
fo  fucceed,  for  there  are  fever  al  Inflan- 
ces  of  Perfons  in  feme  late  Reigns, 
that  have  lofi  their  Gold,  who  have 
had  the  Difeafe  returned  upon  them 
again. 

The  fame  Author  informs  us  of  one 
John  Capei,  of  Exon ,  the  Son  of  an 
iioneft  Citizen,  and  a  Daughter  of  the 
fame  Perfon,  both  troubled  with  the 
Kings  Evil,  and  both  cured  of  their 
Diflempers  by  her  Majefty’s  gracious 
Touch.  But  there  were  not  wanting 
fonie  difafFeded  Perfons  even  in  herReign, 
that  interpreted  her  utterly  renouncing 
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this  divine  Gift,  becaufe  when  fbe  was 
in  Glocefterjhire ,  many  poor  People  af¬ 
flicted  with  this  Difeafe  prefling  upon 
her  in  an  unruly  manner,  fhe  let  fall 
thefe  Words  :  Alas  !  poor  ‘People ,  I  cannot , 
I  cannot  cure  you  ;  it  is  God  alone  who 
can  do  it.  Whereas  we  are  to  under- 
ftand  no  more  by  thofe  Words  *,  than 
that  fhe  only  removed  her  Subjects  Eyes 
from  her  felf,  to  defire  their  looking  "up 
to  Heaven.  And  it  is  credibly  reported, 
that  before  and  after  this  Time,  fhe  cu¬ 
red  fome  Hundreds  of  People  afflicted 
with  this  Difeafe. 

■  King  James  the  Firfl  iucceeded  her, 
and  continued  the  fame  fanative  Power 
all  his  Life  Time.  After  whom  was 
Charles  the  Firfl ,  of  bleflèd  Memory, 
who  performed  thefe  Cures  in  a  very 
ftrange  and  miraculous  manner,  fome- 
times  with  and  fometimes  without  the 
Gold,  by  Prayers  and  Benediction  only. 
I  have  feen  a  Letter  written  by  Dr.  John 
Nicholas,  Warden  of  WincheJlerCoihge, 
which  certainly  gives  an  Account  of  the 
molt  aftonilhing  Cure  effected  by  the  Pray¬ 
ers  of  this  King,  that  was  ever  heard  of. 

The  Letter  informs  us,  that  the  Per- 
fon  who  was  affiiCted  with  the  King's 
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Evil  was  one  Robert  Cole ,  an  Inn¬ 
keeper  at  Winton ,  that  was  highly  dif- 
eafed  with  the  Kings  Evil,  who  hav¬ 
ing  made  ufe  of  a  Water  which  only 
kept  the  Sores  clean,  defpaired  of  all 
farther  Benefit  till  he  could  obtain  the 
King  s  Touch. 

His  Majefty  being  about  this  Time 
removed  *  from  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  paf- 
fed  through  W inton,  where  this  Objedfc 
of  Charity  preffing  to  come  near  him, 
was  prevented  and  ill  treated  by  the 
Soldiers  :  Upon  which  he  making  fe- 
veral  Exclamations  of  God  fave  the 
King ,  it  reached  his  facred  Ears  ,*  up¬ 
on  which  he  gave  the  weak  and  de- 
fpairing  Man  his  Blefling  in  the  like 
Words  to  thefe  :  I  fee  thou  art  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  come  near  me,  and  I  cannot 
tell  what  thou  wouldft  have,  but  God 
blefs  thee  and  grant  thy  Defire.  After 
which,  without  the  King's  ftroking, 
the  Difeafed  Man  returned  to  the  Li¬ 
quor  he  had  formerly  waihed  his  Sores 
with,  upon  which  the  Water  daily  wafted, 
altho*  the  Bottle  was  fecured  in  a  Cup¬ 
board  until  it  was  quite  dried  up.  At 
length  the  Bottle  became  fcaled  in  its 


Brmus  Chart/, 


SidfcS? 


0» 


[  i5  ] 

Sides,  and  many  Botches  appeared  in 
it.  And  as  thefe  Effè<5ts  appeared  in  the 
earthen  VefTel,  the  Man’s  Face  and  Throat 
healed  with  equal  fpeed.  After  this  a 
Gentlewoman  that  faw  the  Bottle,  at¬ 
tempting  to  pick  off  fome  of  the  Excre- 
fcences,  the  Places  which  had  been  af¬ 
fected  in  his  Throat  gave  him  new 
Trouble,  though  nothing  was  vented 
there. 

Now  I  challenge  all  the  Scepticks  up¬ 
on  the  Earth,  to  produce  an  Inftance 
more  aftonilhing  than  this,  or  where  the 
Prayers  of  a  holy  Perfon  were  ever  at¬ 
tended  with  more  furprizing  Effects. 
It  was  not  fufficient  it  feems  in  this 
Cafe,  that  the  poor  Man  (hould  be  re¬ 
lieved  from  all  his  Maladies  and  become 
Whole  ;  but  this  extended  Miracle,  if  I 
may  ib  call  it,  did  not  flop  here,  the 
daily  walhing  the  Sores  with  the  Water 
leflened  its  Quantity,  and  the  Bottle  it 
felf  became  ftrangely  difeafed. 

Fabulous  Writers  may  impofe  upon 
us  if  we  credit  them,  when  they  tell  us 
fome  very  ftrange  and  furprizing  Effects 
that  have  been  tranflated  from  one  Body 
to  another.  Thus  Albertus  promifes  a 
ftrange  Effect  from  a  Qollyrium ,  (and  fuch 
a  one  as  Thieves  would  account  inefti- 
mable)  which  is  to  make  one  fee  in  the 

dark  ,* 
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dark  ;  ir  being  only  to  take  the  right 
Eye  of  a  Hedge  Hog,  boil  it  in  Oil, 
and  prefer/e  it  in  a  brazen  VefiTel  :  Or 
what  is  mentioned  by  Kir  amides ,  of  the 
Left  Stone  of  a  Weezel  wrapd  up  in 
the  Skin  of  a  Ihe  Mule,  to  prevent  Con¬ 
ception.  But  thefe  Things,  as  there  is 
no  reafon  in  the  World  to  credit  them, 
fo  if  they  were  found  to  be  true,  I 
mould  look  upon  them  to  be  far  Ihoct 
of  this  miraculous  difeafed  Bottle. 

From  the  whole  Defign  and  Tendency 
of  this  Letter,  cannot  any  one  readily 
imagine,  that  I  am  very  far  from  en¬ 
deavouring  to  abridge  the  miraculous 
Power  of  this  divine  Gift  of  Healing  * 
vet  when  I  thoroughly  contemplate  the 
Wonderful nefs;  of  the  laft  related  mira¬ 
culous  Cure  of  R .  Cole ,  I  cannot  but 
lay,  that  had  I  been  then  prefent,  I 
lliould  have  hardly  forbore  making  that 
Proclamation  which  a  Roman  Emperor 
did  upon  the  Occafion  of  the  Ludi  Se~ 
eulares,  or  Sports  celebrated  once  in  a 
Hundred  Years  ;  Come  and  behold  what 
no  Man  living  hath  feen^  or  fiali  ever 
fee  again. 

But  farther,  what  ffiall  we  fay,  when 
we  find  the  Efficacy  of  his  Majeftys 
Touch  was  fo  powerful,  that  the  Night 

after  a  young  Man  was  touched  for  the 

Evil 
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Evil  in  his  Thigh,  and  had  a  Shilling  put 
about  his  Neck,  which  he  brought  with 
him,  his  Tents  fell  out  of  his  Wounds 
*  and  could  not  be  kept  in,  and  the  Man 
loon  recovered. 

Or  to  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Fofter  of  Wind- 
for,  blind  for  about  two  Years,  who  had 
icorphulous  Tumours  about  his  Thioat 
and  other  Parts  ;  but  being  touched  by 
his  Majeftyf  received  fo  much  Benefit  by 
ir,  that  in  fourteen  Days  he  prefently  re¬ 
covered  his  Sight. 

Or  that  of  a  Citizen’s  Daughter  of 
Winchefter,  who  was  touched  for  the  Evil 
in  her  Eye,  and  during  the  Time  the  King 
was  at  Prayers,  her  Eye  flew  open  ;  and 
immediately  her  Mother  proclaiming  it 
for  a  Miracle,  it  came  to  the  King  s  Ear, 
who  having  asked  her  feveral  Queftions 
in  relation  to  it,  pawfed  awhile,  and 
with  'f'f  a  kind  of  venerable  Admiration, 
took  her  by  the  Hand  and  killed  her. 

To  repeat  the  Queftion  I  have  before 
made  ule  of,  What  can  we  fay  to  thele 
Things  i  Can  human  Reafon  ever  pretend 
to  ineftigate  fuch  a  fupernatural  Power  ? 
Ought  we  not  rather  fuffer  our  felves 
to  be  wrap’d  up  in  Admiration,  when  we 
confider  the  tranfcending  Effects  of  Mi¬ 
racles  !  Divine  Miracles  are  done  with¬ 
out  Means,  Forms,  Rites,  Ceremonies,^, 

Ibid.  t  MM-  tt  Ibid. 
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So  that  the  Cure  ought  to  be  efteem’d 
Divine  which  is  brought  about  without 
Obfervations,  Prefcriptions  and  Appli¬ 
cations  ;  otherwife  Cures  performed  by- 
Means  are  beneficia  rerum,  non  curantium 
potentates.  Divine  Miracles  are  effected 
fine  ullà  vi  carminum ,  fine  herbamm  aut 
grammanium  fiuccis,  fine  ulla  diqrn  obfier- 
vatione  fiolicita ,  finer orum,  Libaminum, 
temporum ,  fine  uUìs  adminiculìs  rerum , 
fine  ullius  ritus  Obfiervatione  vel  lege  non 
inquiro  non  exigo  (faith  Arnobius ,  whofe 
Rule  this  is.)  fiuis  Deus,  aut  quo  tempo- 
re,  cui  finer  it  aux  Hiatus,  aut  quern frati  am 
reftituent  fianitati ,  illud  folud  audire  defii- 
dero,  an  fine  ullius  adjunctione  materia , 
i.  e.  medic aminis  alicujus  ad  tall  am  mor- 
bos  jufiferit  ad  hominibus  evolare.  Which 
how  well  they  agree  with  the  Cures 
cfiedfed  in  the  Kings  Evil  by  the  Touch 
may  be  eafily  perceiv’d,  if  we  only  make 
an  abatement  for  the  Application  of  the 
Hanus,  the  Gold,  and  the  Ceremonies. 
Miracles  are  underftood  to  be  the  ad¬ 
mirable  or  wonderful  Works  of  God, 
which  we  cannot  conceive  to  have  been 
done  by  natural  Caufes,  but  only  by  his 
immediate  Operation.  For  if  we  under- 
ftaad  the  natural  Caufes  whereby  they  are 
effected,  how  uncommon  fo  ever  they 
be  ;  or  if  we  have  often  feen  the  like  done 
before,  tho  we  do  not  conceive  the  natu* 

ral 
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tal  Caute  thereof,  and  we  longer  admire 

it  or  cali  ir  a  Miracle  ;  gu<e  ufi*  <luoil~ 

diano  nrnimus  &  frequenti  expenentm  ea 

neque  admiramur ,  neque  ad  eorum  caafas 
inveftigandas  midtum  exitanfolemus,  qmn- 
auam  %fie  occdtiores  Jint  mventmue  dtf 
falioresilus,  qua  ob  raritatem,  hornmm 
iludia  &  anmos  maxime  occupam. 

^  Divine  Miracles  muft  ^erefore  certa!  .  - 

lv  make  divine  Impreffions  upon  tne 
Minds  of  thofe  that  believe  tbcm,  y 
reafon  they  are  the  Seals  of  d.vme  ' Truth 
From  whence  it  naturally  follows,  tha 
as  Tt  is  undoubtedly  of  very  dan 
Confequence  to  counterfeit  the  Kings 
Seal  whereby  all  a<2s  of  State  are  con- 

firmed  and  made  authentically  known 

to  the  People  ;  fo  it  is  to  pretend  to 

God's  Seal,  whereby  he  doth  convl"cl"|‘ 
ly  make  known  his  Will  to  'the  World. 
Nor  ought  King  Charles  II.  be  efteemed 
fo&ulort  of  his  Royal  Father  in  hts 
Power  of  working  Miracles ,  th  < 
Variety  of  Things  which  he  effected  by 
ftroking  with  his  facred  Hands,  w  ould 
be  needlefs  for  me  to  attempt  to  enume¬ 
rate  feeing  many  of  them  have  been  al- 
read’y  made  pulick,  befide  others  which 
'are  itili  recorded  in  the  Memories  of  fome 

Perfons  then  living.  c 

If  we  reflea  on  tne  Performanees  of 
.  King  ‘Pyrrhus,  who  cored  Drfeafes  w,th 
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liis  Finger  ;  or  h  efpatian,  who  cured  Two 
by  touching  them,  as  Tacitus  and  Sueto- 
mus  ivo*  s  or  thofe  Perfons  in  Turkey 
or^/wVwho  boafted  to  have  received 
the  ike  Qualifications  by  the  Favour  of 
their  Prophet  Mahomet  -,  or  the  Power  of 
healing  Difeafes,  attributed  to  the  A 
lextaci  Salutatores  of  Spain, ,  or  Benfe- 
deviospti hich  the  Roman  Caluifts  and  Phv- 
licians  fpeak  fo  much  of;  what  will  they 
avail  when  compared  with  the  furprizing 
Miracles  before  related  ?  V  8 

Did  not  the  Arrians  pretend  to  do  Mi¬ 
racles  by  the  infinite  Power  of  Chrift  to 
confirm  the  Deni  a!  of  his  Divinity,-  and 
Menander,  to  blind  his  Followers,  pretend 
to  reflate  them  to  fight  ?  Bafilides  ftrok- 

c  j  ^  .^e  U£^  the  Multitude.  Cerinthus 
ana  town  performed  as  ftrange  Things  as 
iney  taugni-;  Valentinus  and  Heraeleon 
iirit  fet  up  witn  new  Cures,  rind  afterwards 
witn  new  Opinions.  Apelles,  Sevens,  Ta- 
iumus  and  Mont  anus  fir  ft  pretended  the 
itut  of  Healing,  and  afterward  that  of 
a  rophefying.  But  what  if  all  thefe  Things 
wlucn  were  faid  to  be  done,  and  believed 
!f  sedulous  Ages,  and  the  reputed  Au¬ 
thors  of  them  proved  Impoftors,  ought 
they  to  create  a  Difefteem  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Performances,  tranfacfted  in 

mucfl  Light  as  ours,  and  at- 
te.iea  by  ludi  a  Number  of  excellent  'Di¬ 
vines \ 
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i lines,  as  well  as  others  of  great  Learn- 
ingi  The  Confequence  of  this  would  be, 
that  becaufe  by  the  firft  Appearance  of 
any  pretended  Miracles,  inconfiderate 
People  may  be  cajoled  to  believe  fome 
Errors;  fo  upon  the  Difcovery  of  the 
Bottom  of  them,  they  would  caft  off  all 
appearance  of  Truth;  and  becaufe  they 
find  tiiemfelves  impofed  on  once,  their 
natural  Methods  of  Reafoning  could  not 
fatisfythem,  but  that  they  have  been  abu- 
fed  always. 

This  Hiftory  does  not  relate  the  Ro- 
mantick  Performances  of  certain  Enthu- 
fiafts  and  Vifionaries,any  otherways  than 
to  expofe  them.  If  it  recounts  the  Im- 
poftures  and  vile  Practices  of  certain  de¬ 
luded  Perfons,  does  it  do  ic  with  any  other 
View  than  the  fetting  this  fupernatural 
Gift  in  a  true  Light  !  Is  this  wonderful 
Power  formerly  praótifed  by  our  Kings, 
and  now  in/ta^fufficient  to  juftify  lome 
Perfons  in  the  Belief  of  certain  ftrange 
Abilities  formerly  pretended  to  by  others  ? 
If  fo,  we  may  entertain  a  favourable  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Grecian  that  went  upon  a 
Vifion  1400  Miles  to  cure  the  Emperor 
of  his  Deafnefs,  \  that  had  been  in  his 
Grave  four  Years  :  Or  the  Italian  that 
came  by  an  Impulfe  to  France ,  to  reftore 
Sight  to  theBlind,  andloftboth  his  Eyes  : 
Or  the  German  that  wept,  as  he  faid,  by 

Infpi- 
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Infpiration,  to  cure  the  Duke  of  Tufi  any  of  the 
Sciatica ,  by  breathing  upon  him,  and  died  a 
Prifoner  in  Leghorn  :  Or  thz  Spaniard  that  went 
upon  a  Vifion  600  Miles  to  cure  thè  Duke  of 
Venice  of  che  Gout,  and  died  himfelf  of  it  in 
Irons. 

Thefe  Inftances  which  I  have  brought  are  a 
fufEcient  Proof  that  Time  will  expofe  thofe 
Perfons  who  have  been  fo  enthufiaftick  or  vain 
as  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  led  away  by  a 
Belief,  that  they  have  been  endowed  with  a 
Power  of  curing  Difeafes  after  a  fupernatural 
manner.  And  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  made, 
but  feme  of  thofe  Perfons  I  have  mention  d, 
had  their  refpedive  Votaries,  who  were  by 
degrees  worked  into  a  Belief  of  the  Reality 
of  fome  of  their  Performances.  But  you  fee 
Time  has  by  degrees  difcovered  their  Impo* 
ftures,  and  made  the  Memories  of  thofe  who 
pretended  to  pradife  fuch  Things,  as  ridicu* 
lousas  thofe  that  were  their  Abettors . 

I  had  a  Defign  of  giving  you  an  Account 
of*  fome  wonderful  Things  lately  effeded  here 
in  Italy,  but  I  find  this  Letter  has  already  ex<* 
tended  it  felf  much  beyond  what  I  at  firft  de- 
Ugoed  1  and  I  fhall  the  rather  omit  them  at 
this  Time,  becaufe  I  every  Day  exped  to  fee 
-1  com  pleat  Colledion  of  thefe  miraculous 
Cures  wrought  in  thofe  Parts  by  that  learned 
Per  fon  the  Reverend  Father  Lewis,  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  i  fo  that  this  Letter  of  mine  may 
ferve  asa  preliminary  Piece  to  that  Colledion. 

1  have  nothing  more  to  add  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion  than  to  inform  you, that  befides  the  an¬ 
cient  Authorities  I  have  before  brought,  there 
are  feveral  much  more  modern  ones  of  our 

own  Nation,  that  have  fpoke  fo  pofiuvely  o 

the 
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the  infallible  Certainty  of  this  miraculous 
Power  of  Curing,  that  one  would  think  there 
thould  be  no  one  Perfon  left  who  doubted  of  it. 
I  might  here  fubjoin  theTeftimoniesof  Tooker* 
Hey  liny  Collier  and  Echard  ;  but  Mr.  Collier  has 
fpoken  fo  full  and  particular  on  this  Subjed 
in  the  firft  Volume  of  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftor 
ry,  that  the  quoting  what  he  fays  in  relation 
to  the  incontefted  Truth  of  it,  will  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  Satisfadion  to  any  one  who  defires  to 
be  fadsfied  in  the  Opinion  of  fo  exad  and 
infallible  a  Writer.  That  this  Prince,  Edward 
the  Confejfor,  cured  the  Kings  Evil,  fays  he,  is  be¬ 
yond  Difpute.  And  fince  the  Credit  of  this 
Miracle  is  unqueftionable,  I  fee  no  reafon  why 
we  (hould  fcruple  believing  the  reft  *  The 
firft  Perfon  cured  by  the  King  was  a  young 
Woman  ;  the  manner  was  by  ftroking  the 
affeded  Place  with  his  Hand  :  Upon  this 
Operation  the  Patient  grew  fenfibly  better, 
and  the  Cure  was  perfeded  in  a  Week’s  Time. 
He  adds ,  The  Kings  Evil  is  a  fchirrous  Tu¬ 
mour,  which  commonly  fettles  in  the  Neck 
and  Face,  and  fometimes  in  other  glandulous 
Parts  of  the  Body.  The  Caufe  of  this  Di- 
ftemper  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  vifeous  Humour 
impregnated  with  acid  Particles  ;  which  by 
difeharging  it  felf  by  large  Quantities  into 
the  Pores  and  Dudus’s  of  the  fmall  Glands, 
coagulates  and  grows  hard  by  degrees,  and 
fo  produces  this  fort  of  Tumour  or  Impoft- 
humation.  If  this  Lympha  or  Humour 
happens  to  grow  more  ftiarp  and  corroding, 
'twill  rife  to  the  Malignity  of  a  Cancer,  and 
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then  falling  upon  the  Bones,  it  makes  them 
turn  black  and  mortified.  King  Edward  the 
Confeffor jwas  the  firft  that  cured  this  Diftem- 
per,  and  from  him  it  has  defcended  as  an  he¬ 
reditary  Miracle  upon  all  his  Succefiors.  To 
difpute  the  Matter  of  Fa  El,  continues  he,  is  to 
goto  the  Excefs  of  Scepticifm ,  to  deny  our  Senfes , 
and  to  he  incredulous  even  to  Ridiculoujnefs. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  re¬ 
late  a  Story  of  a  Roman  Catholick  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Time.  This  Perfon,  who  was 
very  firm  in  his  Communion,  happened  to 
be  thrown  into  Prifon,  probably  upon  the 
Score  of  his  Recufancy  :  Being  thrown  into 
Prifon,  I  fay,  he  grew  terribly  affli&ed  with 
the  \*ng's  Evil  ;  and  having  applysd  himfelf 
to  Phyficians,  and  gone  through  a  long  Fa¬ 
tigue  of  Pain  and  Expence,  without  the  lead 
Succefs,  at  laft  he  was  touched  by  the  Queen 
and  perfe&Iy  cured.  And  being  asked  how 
the  Matter  flood  with  him  ?  his  Anfwer  was. 
He  was  now  fatisfy’d  by  experimental  Proof, 
that  the  Pope’s  Excommunication  of  herMa- 
jefty  fignified  nothing,  Enee /he  ftill  continued 
blefs’d  with  fo  miraculous  a  Quality. 

Thus  we  fee,  my  Friend,  with  what  Zeal 
and  AfFe&ion  to  this  divine  Gift,  this  won¬ 
derful  Man  fpeaks  :  And  indeed  I  cannot  but 
fay,  the  fame  Spirit  is  difeovered  throughout 
his  whole  voluminous  Hiftory,  which  makes 
him  read  here  by  us  with  infinite  Delight  and 
Satisfa&ion  ,•  infomuch,  that  when  we  fpeak 
of  an  accurate,  exad,  and  impartial  Ecclefia- 
fiicaJ  Writer,  our  Words  are  but  lo  many  re¬ 
peated  Eulogiums  in  his  Praife. 

Rome,  Aug  23.  J  am,  SIR, 

1721.  Tours.  &c, 

M.T. 
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